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Proving 'tis lawful and meritorious in 
the Sight of God and Man, to deſtroy, 
by any means, Tyrants of all Degrees, 
their Creatures and Dependants 


That ſhould attempt the Subverſion of Liberty in 
a free State, to introduce Slavery, Beggary, &c. 


Demonſtrated from holy Writ, the Laws of Nas» i 
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Wherein nothing but the Exertion of a general public Spirit 
can avert our being curs'd with a Train. of Evils impending ; 


And When too late, the Pufillanimous may cry, Coed Lord! i 
wha could haus thought it? 


To which are addedy 


The Sentiments of an illuſtrious Patriot, deceas'd ; 
on important Subjects that concern the very Being 
of the Conſtitution and Liberties of Britain. 


EDINBURGH: Printed for 7, Ker, and fold at the 
Highlander, a Snuff Shop, in Cecil d pt, St. Martin's Lana 
London, 1749. 
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Advertiſement. 


H E former Editions of this ex- 
cellent Piece, are all ſcurvily 
printed, and very incorrect. 


. 


To his HIGHNEsSs 


Oliver Cromwell. 


May it pleaſe your Highneſs, 


OW I have ſpent ſome Hours of the 
Leiſure your Highneſs has been pleaſed 
to give me, this foilowing Paper will 
give your Highneſs an Account ; how 
you will pleaſe to interpret it I cannot tell, but I 
can with Confidence ſay, my Intention in it is, to 
procure your Highneſs that Juſtice no Body yet 
does you, and to let the People ſee the longer they 
defer it, the greater Injury they do both themſelves 
and you. To your Highneſs juſtly belongs the Ho- 
nour of dying ſor the People; and it cannot chooſe 
but be an unſpeakable Conſolation to you in the 
laſt Moments of your Life, to conſider, with how 
much Benefit to the World you are hike to leave it. 

*Tis then only (my Lord) the Titles you now 
uſurp will be truly yours, you will then be indeed 
the Deliverer of your Country, and free it from a 
Bondage little inferior to that from which Moſes 
deliver'd his: You will then be that true Reformer, 
which you would now be thought; Religion ſhall 
be then reſtored, Liberty aſſerted, and Parliaments 
have thoſe Privileges they have fought for: We 
ſhall then hope that other Laws will have place be- 
ſides thoſe of the Sword, and that Juſtice ſhall be 
otherwiſe defined, than the Will and Pleaſure of the 
* and we ſhall m_ hope Men will keep. 
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Oaths again, and not have the Neceſſity of being 
falſe and perfidious ro preſerve themſelves, and be 
hke their Rulers: All this we hope from your 


_ Highneſs happy Expiration, who are the true Fa- 


ther of your Country; for while you live, we can 
call nothing ours, and it is from your Death 
that we hope for our Inheritances : Let this Con- 
ſiderstion arm and fortify your Highneſs's Mind 
againſt the Fears of Death, and the Terrors of 
your evil Conſcience, that the Good you will do by 
your Death, will ſomewhat ballance the Evils of 
your Life. And if in the black Catalogue of high 
Malefactors, few can be found that have lived mare 
to the Affliction and Diſturbance of Mankind, than 
your Highneſs hath done ; yet your greateſt Ene- 
mies will not deny, but there is likewiſe as few 
that have expired more to the univerſal Benefit of 
Mankind, than your Highneſs is like to do. To 
haſten this great Good is the chief End of my 
writing this Paper, and if it have the Effects I hope 
it will, your Highneſs will quickly be out of the 
Reach of Mens Malice, and your Enemies will 
only be able to wound you in your Memory, 
which Strokes you will not feel, That your High- 
neſs may be ſpeedily in this Security, is the uni- 
verſal Wiſhes of your grateful Country; this is the 
Deſire and Prayers of the Good and of the Bad, and 
it may be, is the only Thing wherein all Sects and 
Factions do agree in their Devotions, and is our 
only Common Prayer, But amongſt all that put in 
their Requeſts and Supplications for your High- 
neſs's ſpeedy Deliverance from all earthly Troubles, 
none is more aſſiduous nor more fervent than he, 
that with the reſt of the Nation hath the Honour 
to be (May it pleaſe your Highneſs) 


Your Highneſs's preſent Slave and Vaſſal, 
| W. A. 


To all thoſe Officers and 1 Soldiers 
of the Army, that remember 
their Engagements, and dare 3 
honeſt. 


Number may be far greater than J fear it is; 
and that his Highneſs's frequent Purgations 
1 may have left any amongſt you, that by theſe 
Characters are concern'd in this Dedication. That 
I and all Men have Reaſon to make this # Doubt, 


your own Actions, as well as your tame Sufferings, | 


do but too plainly manifeſt. - For you, that were 
the Champions of our Liberty, and to that Purpoſe 
were raiſed, are not you become the Inſtruments 
of our Slavery! ? And your Hands, that the People 
employed to take off the Yoke from our Necks, 
are not thoſe the very Hands that now do put it 
en ? Do you remember that you were raiſed to 
defend the Privileges of Parliament, and have 
ſworn to do it; and will you be imployed to force 
Elections, and diſſolve Parliaments, becauſe they 
will not eſtabliſh their Tyrants Iniquity, and our 
Slavery by a Law? I beſeech you, think upon 
what you have promiſed, and what you do, and 
give not Poſterity, as well as. your own Genera- 
tion, the Occaſion to mention you with Infamy, 
and to curſe that unfortunate Valour and Succeſs 
of yours, that only hath gained Victories (as you 
uſe them) — the Common- Wealth. Could 
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ever England have thought to have ſeen that 
Army, that was never mentioned without the Ti- 
tles of Religious, Zealous, Faithful, Couragious, 
the Fence of her Liberty at home, the Terror of 
her Enemies abroad, become her Goalers? Not 
her Guard, but her Oppreſſors? Not her Soldiers, 
but a Tyrant's Executioners, drawing to Blocks 


and Gibbets all that dare be honeſter than them- 
ſelves? This you do, and this you are; nor can 
you ever redeem your own Honour, the Truſt and 
Love of your Country, the Eſtimation of brave 
Men, or the Prayers of good, if you let not 
ſpeedily the World ſee you have been deceived ; 


which they will only then believe, when they ſee 


your Vengeance upon his faithleſs Head that did it : 
This if you defer too long to do, you will find too 
late to attempt, and your Repentance will neither 
vindicate you, nor help us. To let you fee you 
may do this as a lawful Action, and to perſuade 
you to it as a glorious one, is the principal Intent 
of this following Paper : Which, whatever Effects 
it hath upon you, I ſhall not abſolutely fail of my 
Ends; for if it excites not your Virtue and 
Courage, it will yet exprobate your Cowardice and 
Baſeneſs. This is from one that was once a- 
mongſt you, and will be ſo again, when you dare 
be as you were. 
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Killing no Murder, &c. 


T is not any Ambition to be in Print, when 
ſo few ſpare Paper and the Preſs, nor any In- 
ſtigations of private Revenge or Malice (tho? 
few that dare be honeſt now want their Cauſes) 

that have prevailed with me to make myſelf the 

Author of a Pamphlet, and to diſturb that Quiet 

which at preſent I enjoy, by his Highneſs's great 

Favour and Injuſtice, Nor am I ignorant to how 

little Purpoſe I ſhall employ that Time and Pains, 

which I ſhall beſtow upon this Paper, For to 
think that any Reaſons or Perſuaſions of mine, or 

Convictions of their own, ſhall draw Men from 

any Thing wherein they fee Profit or Security, or 

to any Thing where they fear Loſs, or ſee Danger, 
is to have a better Opinion both of myſelf and 
them, than either of us both deſerve. 

Beſides, the Subject itſelf is of that Nature, that 

I am not only to expect Danger from ill Men, 

but Cenſure and Diſapprobation from many that 

are good; for thoſe Opinions only look'd upon, 
not look'd into (which all have not Eyes for) will 

appear bloody and cruel ; and theſe Appellations I 

mult expect from thoſe that have a Zeal, but not 

according to Knowledge, If therefore I had con- 
ſidered myſelf, I might have ſpared this Pains, 


and not diſtaſted ſo many, to pleaſe ſo few as are 
in 
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in Mankind (the honeſt and the wiſe) But at ſuch 
a time as this, when God is not only exerciſing us 
with the Calamity, of letting us fall into Slavery for 
uſing our Liberty ſo ill ; but is pleaſed ſo far to blind 
our Underſtandings, and to debaſe our Spirits, as to 
ſuffer us to court our Bondage, and to plate it among 
the Requeſts we put up to him; Indignation makes a 
Man break that Silence that Prudence would per ſwude 
bim to uſe; if not to work upon other Mens Mints, 
yet to eaſe his own. 

A late Pamphlet tells us of a great Deſign diſ- 
covered againſt the Perſon of his Highneſs, and 
of the Parliament's coming (for ſo does that Junto 
profane that Name) to congratulate with his High- 
neſs, his happy Deliverance from that wicked and 


bloody Attempt. Beſides this, that they have or- 


dered that God Almighty ſhall be mock'd with a 
Day of Thankſgiving, that the People ſhall” give 
publick Thanks for the publick Calamity, and that 
God is yet pleaſed to continue his Judgments upon 
them, and to fruſtrate all Means that are uſed for | 
their Deliverance, Certainly none will now deny 
that the Engliſh, are a very thankful People. But 
I think if we had read in Scripture, that the 
Ifraektes had cried unto the Lord, not for their 
own Deliverance, but the Preſervation of their 
Taſk-Maſters, and that they had thanked God 
with Solemnity that Pharaob was yet living, and 
that there was ſtill great Hopes of the daily En- 


creaſe of the Number of their Bricks: Tho” that 


People did ſo many Things, not only impiouſly 


and prophanely, but ridiculouſly and abſurdly; yet 
cer- 
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certainly they did nothing we ſhould more have 
wondered at, than to have found them ceremo- 
niouſly thankful to God for Plagues, that were 
commonly ſo brutiſhly unthankful for Mercies ; 
and we ſhould have thought that Moſes had done 
them a great deal of wrong, if he had nor ſuffered 
them to enjoy Slavery, and left them to their Taſks 
and Garlick, 

Il can with Juſtice ſay, my principal Intention in 
this Paper is not to declaim againſt my Lord Pro- 

tector or his Accomplices, for were it not more to 
juſtify others than to accuſe them, I ſhould think 
their own Actions did that Work ſufficiently, and 
I ſhould not take Pains to tell the World what they 
knew before ; my Deſign is, to examine whether 
if there hath been ſuch a Plot as we hear of, and 
that it was contrived by Mr, Sindercombe againſt my 
L. Protector, and not by my L. Protector againſt 
Mr. Sindercombe (which is doubtful) whether it de- 
ſerves thoſe Epithets Mr, Speaker is pleaſed to give 
it, of bloody, wicked, and proceeding from the 
Prince of Darkneſs. I know very well how incapa- 
ble the Vulgar are of conſidering what is extraordi- 
nary and ſingular in every Caſe, and that they 
judge of Things, and name them by their exterior 
Appearances, without penetrating at all into their 
Cauſes or Natures: And without doubt when they 
hear the Protector was to be killed, they ſtrait 
conclude a Man was to be murdered, not a Ma- 
lefactor puniſhed : For they think the Formalities 
always make them the Things themſelves, and that 
tis 128 Judge and the Crier chat makes the Juſtice, 

and 


3 > am q— » 7 „ * . Sena 


8 Killing no Murder. 
and the Goal the Criminal, And therefore when 
they read in the Pamphlet Mr. Speaker's Speech, 


they certainly think he gives theſe Plotters their right 


Titles, and, as readily as a High Court of Fuſtice, 
they condemn them, without ever examining whether 
they would have Killed a Magiſtrate, or deſtroyed a 
Tyrant, over whom every Man is naturally a Judge 
and an Executioner, and whom the Laws ef God, 
of Nature, and of Nations, expoſe like Beaſts of Prey, 
to be deſtroyed as they are met. 

That I may be as plain as I can, I ſhall firſt 
make it a Queſtion (which indeed is none) whe- 
ther my Lord Protector be a Tyrant or not? 
Secondly, if he be, Whether it is lawful to do 
Juſtice upon him without Solemnity ? that is, 70 
kill him. Thirdly, if it be lawful, Whether it is 
likely to prove profitable or noxious to the Com- 


mon- wealth. 


The Civil Law make Tyrants of two Sorts; 95. 
rannus fine Titulo, and Tyrannus Exercitio : The one 
is called a Tyrant becauſe he has no Right to 
govern; the other, becauſe he governs Tyran- 
nically. We will briefly diſcourſe of them both, 
and fee whether the Protector may not with great 
Juſtice put in his Claim to both Titles. 

We ſhall ſufficiently demonſtrate who they are 
that have not a Right to govern, if we ſhew who 
they are that have; and what it is that makes the 
Power juſt, , which thoſe that rule have over the 
natural Liberty of other Men. To Fathers within 
their private Families, Nature hath given a Supreme 
Power, Every Man, ſays Arifotle, of Right 

' governs 
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governs his Wife and Children; and this Power 
was neceſſarily exerciſed every where, whilſt Fami- 
lies lived diſperſed, before the Conſtitutions of 
Common-wealths; and in many Places it continu- 
ed after, as appears by the Laws of Solon, and the 
moſt antient of thoſe of Rome. And indeed, as 
by the Laws of God and Nature, the Care, Defence 
and Support of the Family lies upon every Man 
whoſe it is; ſo by the ſame Law, there is due un- 
to every Man from his Family a Subjection and 
Obedience, in Compenſation of that Support. But 
ſeveral Families uniting ibemſelves together to make 
up one Body of a Common-wealth, and being inde- 
pendent one of another, without any natural Superio- 
rity or Obligation, nothing can introduce among ſt them 
a Diſparity of Rule and Subjeftion, but ſome Power 
that is over them, which Power none can pretend to 
have but God and themſelves : Wherefore all Power 
which is lawfully exerciſed over ſuch a Society of 
Men [which, from the End of its Inſtitution, we call 
a Common-wealth] muſt neceſſarily be derived either 
from the Appointment of God Almighty, who is ſu- 
preme Lord of all and every Part, or from the Con- 
ſent of the Society itſelf, who have the next Power 
to his, of diſpoſing of their own Liberty as they ſhall 
think fit for their own Good, This Power God hath 
given to Societies of Men, as well as he gave it to 
particular Perſons, and when he interpoſes not his. 
own Authority, and appoints not himſelf who ſhall be 
his Vicegerents and rule under him; he leaves it 
to none but the People themſelves to make the Elec- 
tion, whoſe Benefit is the End of all Government. 

C Nay, 
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10 Killing no Murder. 
Nay, when he himſelf hath been pleaſed to appoint 
Rulers for that People, which he was pleaſed par- 
ticularly to ownz he many Times made the 
Choice, but left the Confirmation and Ratification 
of that Choice to the People themſelves. So Saul 
was choſen by God, and anointed King by his 
Prophet, but made King by all the People at Gil- 
gal, David was anointed King by the ſame Pro- 
phet ; but was afterwards, after Saul's Death, con- 
firmed by the People of Juda, and ſeven Years 
after by the Elders of Iſrael, the Peoples Deputies 
at Chebrou: And it is obſervable, that tho* they 
knew that David was appointed King by God, and 
anointed by his Prophet, yet they likewiſe knew 
that God allowed to themſelves not only his Con- 
firmation, but hkewiſe the Limitation of his 
Power; for before his Inauguration they made a 
League with him ; that is, obliged him by Com- 


pact ta the Performance of ſuch Conditions, as they 


thought neceſſary for the ſecuring their Liberty. 
Nor is it leſs. remarkable, that when God gives 
Directions to his People concerning their Govern- 
ment, he plainly leaves the Form. to themſelves ; 
Statues ſuper te Regem; but, Si dixeris flatuam, 
And it is plain in that Place, that God gives the 
People the Choice of their King, for he there in- 
ſtructs them whom they ſhall chooſe, E medio fra- 
trum tuorum, one out of the Midſt of thy Bre- 
threnz much more might we ſay, if it were a leſs 
manifeſt Truth, that all juſt Power of Government 


is founded upon theſe two Baſes, of God's imme- 


diate Command, or the People's Conſent. And 
there- 
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therefore, whoſoever arrogates to himſelf that 
Power, or any Part of it, that cannot produce one 
of theſe two Titles, is not a Ruler, but an Invader, 
and thoſe that are ſubject to that Power, are not 
governed, but oppreſt. 

This being conſidered, have not the People of 
England much reafon to aſk the Protector this 
1 ; Quis conſtituit te virum printipem & ju- 

ein ſuper nos? Who made thee a Prince and a 


ors over us? If God made thee, make it ma- 


nifelt to us: If the People, Where did we meet to 
do it? Who took our Subſcriptions? To whom 
deputed we our Authority? And when and where 
did theſe Deputies make the Choice? Sure rheſe In- 
terrogations are very natural, and, I believe, would 
much trouble his Highneſs's Council, and his 


Junto to anſwer. In a Word, that I may not tire 


my Reader (who will not want Proofs for what J 
ſay, if he wants not Memory) if to change the 
Government, without the Peoples Conſent: If to 
diſſolve the Repreſentatives by Force, and diſannul 
their Acts: If to give the Name of the Peoples 


Repreſentatives to Confederates of his own, that he 


may eſtabliſh Iniquity by a Law: If to take away 
Mens Lives out of all Courſe of Law, by certain 
Murderers of his own Appointment, whom he 
names, A High Court of Fuſtice: If to decimate 
Mens Eſtates, and by his own. Power to impoſe 
upon the People what Taxes he pleaſes; and to 


maintain this by Force of Arms: If, I fay, all this 


does make a Tyrant, his own Impudence cannot 
deny but he is as compleat a one, as ever hath been 
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fince there have been Societies of Men, He that 
hath done, and does all this, is the Perſon for whoſe 


Preſervation the People of England muſt pray; but 
. certainly if they do, *tis for the jame Reaſon that 


the old Woman of Syracuſe pray'd for the long Life 
of the Tyrant Dionyſus, left the Devil ſhould come 
Next. : | 

Now, inſtead of God's Command, or the Peoples 
Conſent, his Highneſs hath no other Title but 
Force and Fraud, which is to want all Title : And 
if to violate all Laws, and propoſe none to rule 
by, but thoſe of his own Will, be to exerciſe that 
Tyranny he hath uſurp'd, and to make his Ad- 
miniſtration conformable to his Claim ; then the firſt 
Queſtion we propoſed is a Queſtion no longer. 

But before we come to the ſecond, becauſe 
Things are more eaſily perceived and found by the 
Deſcription of their exterior Accidents and Qualities, 
than the defining their Eſſences: It will not be 
amiſs to ſee, whether his Highneſs hath not as well 
the outward Mark and Characters by which Ty- 
rants are known, as he hath their Nature and eſſen- 
tial Properties : Whether he hath not the Skin of 
the Lion and Tail of the Fox, as well as he hath 
the Violence of the one and Deceit of the other. 
Now in this Delineation which I intend to make of 
a Tyrant, all the Lineaments, all the Colours will 
be found ſo naturally to correſpond: with the Life, 
that it cannot but be doubted, whether his High- 
neſs be Original or the Copy; whether I have in 
drawing the Lyrant repreſented him; or in repre- 
ſenting him, expreſt a Tyrant: And therefore, left 

| I 
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I ſhould be ſuſpected to deal inſincerely with his 
Highneſs, and not to have applied theſe following 
Characters, but made them, I ſhall not give you 
any of my own ſtamping, but ſuch as I find in 
Plato, Ariſtotle, Tacitus, and his Highneſs's own 
Evangeliſt, Machiavel, 

1. Almoſt all Tyrants have been firſt Captains and 
Generals for the People, under Pretences of vindi- 
cating or defending their Liberties, Ut imperium 
evertant Libertatem preferunt , cum perverterunt , 
ipſam aggrediuntur, lays Tacitus; to ſubvert the 
preſent Government, they pretend Liberty for the 
People; when the Government is down, they then 
invade that Liberty themſelves: This needs no Ap- 
plication. 

2. Tyrants accompliſh their Ends much mare by 
Fraud than Force. Neither Virtue nor Force, ſays 
Machiavel, are ſo neceſſary to that Purpoſe, as una 
Aſtutia fortunata, a lucky Craft; which, ſays he, 
without Force, has been often found ſufficient, but 
never Force without that, And in another Place, 
he tells us, their Way in Aggirare Icervelli de gli 
buomini con Aſtutlia, &c. With cunning plauſible 
Pretences to impoſe upon Mens Underſtandings, 
and in the end they maſter thoſe that had fo little 
Wit as to rely upon their Faith and Integrity. 
TDis but unneceſſary to ſay, that had not his 

Highneſs had a Faculty to be fluent in his Tears, 
and eloquent in his Execrations : Had he not had 
ſpongy Eyes, and a ſupple Conſcience; and be- 
ſides, to do with a People of great Faith but little 
Wit: His Courage and the reſt of his Moral Vir- 


tues, 
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tues, with the Help of his Janizaries, had never 

been able ſo far to advance him out of the Reach 
of Juſtice, that we ſhould have need to call for any 
other Hand to remove him, but that of the Hang- 
man. BY | 

3. They abaſe ail excellent Perſons, and rid out of 
the Way all that have noble Minds, Et terre filios 


extollunt, and advance Sons of the Earth. 


To put Ariſtotle into other Words, They purge 
both Parliament and Army, till they leave few or none 
there, that have either Honour or Conſcience, Wit, 
Intereſt, or Courage to oppoſe their Deſigns. And 
in theſe Purgations, faith Plato, Tyrants do quite 
contrary to Phyſicians; for they purge us of our 
Humours, but Tyrants of our Spirits. 

4. They dare ſuffer no Aſſemblies, not ſo mach 
as Horſe-Races. 

g. In all Places they have their Spies and Dilarors, 
that is, they have their Fleetwoods, their Broughals, 
their St. Johns, (beſides innumerable ſmall Spies) 


to appear diſcontented and not to {ide with them; 


that under that Diſguiſe they may get Truſt, and 
make Diſcoveries. They likewiſe have their Emiſ- 
ſaries to fend with forged Letters. If any one 
doubt this, let him ſend to Major CUE Brows, 
and he will ſatisfy him. 

6. They ſtir not without a Guard, nor his s High 
neſs without a Life-Guard, | 

7. They impoveriſh the People that hah may want 
the Power, if they have the Will, to attempt any 
thing againſt them, His Highneſs's Way is by 


Taxes, Exciſe, Decimation, &c. a 
5 | 8, 
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| $. They make War to divert and buſy the Peo- 
# ö ple, and beſides to have à Pretence to raiſe Mo- 
| | nies and to make new- Levies, if they either di- 
ſtruſt their old Forces, or think them not ſufficient, 
The War with Spain ſerveth his Highneſs to this 
Purpoſe ; and upon no other Juſtice was it begun 
at firſt, or is ſtill continued. 

9. They will feem to honour, and provide for 
; good Men: that is, If the Miniſters will be ortho- 
| 1 dox and flatter; if they will wreſt and torture the 

þ Scripture to prove his Government lawful, and 

; furniſh him with Titles; his Highneſs will likewiſe . 

be then content to underſtand Scripture in their 

5 Favour, and furniſh them with Titles. 

1 10. Things that are odious and diſtaſtful they 
make others Executioners of; and when the People 
are diſcontented, they appeaſe them by facrificing 
thoſe Miniſters they imploy. I leave it to his 
Highneſs's Major-Generals, to ruminate a little up- 
on " Point. 
| In all 7. Pings they pretend 10 be wonderful 
corefal of the Publick; to give general Accompts of 
te Money they receive, which they pretend to be 
levied for the Maintenance of the State and the Pra- 
: ſecution of the War. His Highneſs made an excel- 
lent Comment upon this Place of Ariſtotle, in his 
| Speech to this Parliament. 

12. All Things ſet aſide for religious Uſes they 
-ſet to ſale; that while thoſe Things laſt, they may 
exact the leſs of the People. The Cavaliers would 
interpret this of the Dean and Chapters Lands. 
13. They, pretend Inſpiration from God, and 
Re- 
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Reſponſes from Oracles, to authorize what they do; 
his Highneſs hath been ever an Euthuſiaſt. And 
as Hugh Capet, in taking the Crown, pretended to 
be admoniſh'd to it in a Dream by St. Valery and 
St. Richard; ſo I believe his Highneſs will do the 
ſame, at the Inſtigation of S. Henry and S. Richard 
his two Sons. 

14. Laſtly, Above all Things they pretend a 
Love to God and Religion, This Ariſtotle calls 
Artuae Tyrannicarae poliſſimam; the ſureſt and beſt 
of all the Arts of Tyrants, and we all know his 
Highneſs has found it ſo by Experience. He hath 
found indeed, that in Godlineſs there is great Gain, 
and that Preaching and Praying, well managed, will 
obtain other Kingdoms us well as that of Heaven. 
His indeed have been pious Arms, for he hath con- 
quered moſt of thoſe of the Church, by Prayers 
and Tears. But the Truth is, were it not for 
our Honour to be governed by one that can ma- 
nage both the Spiritual and Temporal Sword, and 
Roman like, to have our Emperor our High Prieſt, 
we might have had Preaching at a much cheaper 
Rate, and it would have coſt us but our Tithes, 
which now coſt us all. 

Other Marks and Rules there are mentioned by 
Ariſtotle to know Tyrants by; but they being un- 
ſuitable to his Highneſs's Actions, and impractica- 
ble to his Temper, I inſiſt not on them. As a- 
mong other things Ariſtotle would not have a Ty? 
rant inſolent in his Behaviour, nor ſtrike People. 
But his Highneſs is naturally cholerick, and muſt 
call Men Rogues, and go to Cuffs. At laſt he 
CON - 
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concludes he ſhould fo faſhion his Manners, as nei- 
ther to be really good, nor abſolutely bad, but half 
one half t'other. Now this half good is too great 
a Proportion for his Highneſs, and much more 
than his Temper will bear. | 

But to ſpeak Truths more ſeriouſly, and to con- 
clude this firſt Queſtion. Certainly whatever theſe 
Characters make any Man, it cannot be denied but 
his Highneſs 1s, and then if he be not a Tyrant, we 
muſt confeſs we have no Definition nor Deſcription 
of a Tyrant left us, and may well imagine there is 
no ſuch Thing in Nature, and that 'tis only a No. 
tion and a Name, But if there be ſuch a Beaſt, and 
we do at all believe what we ſee and feel, let us 
now enquire, according to the Method we propoſed, 
whether this be a Beaſt of Game that we are te give 
Law to, or a Beaſt of Prey, to deſtroy which all 
Means are allowable and fair? | 

In deciding this Queſtion, Authors very much 
differ, as far as it concerns ſupreme Magiſtrates, 
who degenerate into Tyrants. Some think they are 
to be born with as bad Parents, and place them in 
the Number of thoſe Miſchiefs that have no other 
Cure but our Patience; others think they may be 
queſtioned by the ſupreme Law of the Peoples 
Safety, and that they are anſwerable to the Peoples 
Repreſentatives for the Breach of their Truſt. But 
none, of ſober Senſe, make private Perſons Judges 
of their Actions; which were indeed to ſubvert all . 
Government, But on the other fide, I find none, 
that have not been frighted or corrupted out of their 
| Reaſon, that have been ſo great Enemies to common 
2 and the Liberty of Mankind, as to give any 


D con- 
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Kind of Indemnity to a Uſurper, who can pretend 
no Title but that of being ſtronger, nor challenge 
the Peoples Obedience upon any other Obligation 
but that of their Neceſſity and Fear. Such a Per- 


ſon, as one out of all Bounds of humane Protection, 


all Men make the Iſpmael, againſt whom is every 
Man's Hand, as his is againſt every Man. To 
him they give no more Security, than Cain, his 
Fellow-Murderer and Oppreſſor, promiſed ro him- 
ſelf, to be deſtroyed by him that found him firſt. 


The Reaſon why a Tyrant's Caſe is particular, 


and why in that every Man hath that Vengeance 
given him, which in other Cafes is reſerv*d to God 
and the Magiſtrate, cannot be obſcure, if we rightly 
conſider what a Tyrant is, what his Crimes are, 
and in what State he ſtands with the Common- 
wealth, and with every Member of it, And cer- 
tainly, if we find him an Enemy to all kuman 
Society, and Subverter of all Laws, and one that 
by the Greatneſs of his Villanies ſecures himſelf againſt 
all ordinary Courſe of Juſtice ; we ſhall not at all 
think it ſtrange, if then he have no Benefit from 
humane Society, no Protection from the Law, and 
if in his Caſe, Juſtice diſpenſes with her Forms. 
We are therefore to conſider that the End for which 
Men enter into Society, is not barely to live, which 
they may do diſperſt, as other Animals, but to live 
happily, and a Life anſwerable to the Dignity and 


Excellency of their Kind. Out of Society this 


Happineſs is not to be had; for ſingly we are im- 
potent and defective, unable to procure thoſe 
Things that are either of Neceſſity or Ornament for 

Out 
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our Lives; and as unable to defend and keep them 
when they are acquired. To remedy theſe Defects, 
we aſſociate together, that what we can neither 


enjoy nor keep ſingly, by natural Benefits and Aſ- 


fiſtances of one another, we may be able to do 
both. We cannot poſſibly accompliſh theſe Ends, 
if we ſubmit not our Paſſions and Appetites to the 
Laws of Reaſon and Juſtice ; for the Depravity of 
Man's Will makes him as unfit to live in Society, 
as his Neceſſity makes him unable to live out of 
it; and if that Perverſeneſs be not regulated by 
Laws, Mens Appetites to the ſame Things, their 
Avarice, their Luſt, their Ambition, would quickly 
make Society as unſafe, or more, than Solitude it 


| ſelf, and we ſhould affociate only to be nearer our 


Miſery and our Ruin. That therefore by which 
we accompliſh the Ends of a ſociable Life, is our 
Subjection and Submiſſion to Laws; theſe are the 
Nerves and Sinews of every Society or Common- 
wealth, without which they muſt neceſſarily diſſolve 
and fall aſunder. And indeed, as Auguſtin ſays, 
thoſe Societies where Law and Juſtice is not, are 
not Commonwealths or Kingdoms, but Magna 
Latrocinia, Great Confederacies of Thieves and 
Robbers : Thoſe therefore that ſubmit to no Law, 
are not to be reputed in the Society of Mankind, 
which cannot conſiſt without a Law ; therefore 
Ariſtotle ſaith, Tyranny is againſt the Law of Na- 
ture, that is, the Law of humane Society, in which 
humane Nature is preſerved. For this Reaſon, they 
deny a Tyrant to be Partem Civitatis, for every 
Part is ſubject to the whole; and a Citizen, ſays 

* D 2 1 
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the ſame Author, is he who is as well obliged to 
the Duty of obeying, as he is capable of the Power 
of commanding : and indeed he does obey whilſt 
he does command? that is, he obeys the Laws, 
which, ſays Tully, Magiſtratibus praeſunt, ut Ma- - 
giftratus Praeſunt populo, are above the Magiſtrates, 
as the Magittrates are above the People. And 
therefore, a Tyrant that ſubmits to no Law by 
which he governs himſelf and others, is no Magi- 


ſtrate, no Citizen, or Member of any Society, but 


an Ulcer and a Diſeaſe that deſtroys it; and if it 
be rightly conſidered, a Common wealth by falling 
into a Tyranny, abſolutely loſes that Name, and is 
actually another Thing: Non eſt civitas que unius eff 
viri, ſays Sophocles, That which is one Man's is no 
City. For there is no longer King and People, or Parlia- 
ment and People, but thoſe Names are changed, at leaſt 
their Natures, into Maſters and Servants, Lords and 
Slaves; and Servorae non Civitas erit ſed magna Fami- 
lia, ſays Grotius, where all are Slaves, lis not a City 
but a great Family: and the Truth is, we are all Mem- 
bers of Whitehall, and when our Maſter pleaſeth, be 
may ſend for us thither, and there bore through our 
Ears at the Door poſts. But to conclude, a Tyrant, 


as we have ſaid, being no Part of a Common- 


wealth, nor ſubmitting to the Laws of it, but 
making himſelf above all Law, there is no Reaſon 
he ſhould have the Protection due to a Member of 
a Common-wealth, nor any- Defence from Laws, 
that does acknowledge none. He is therefore in 
all reaſon to be reckoned in the Number of thoſe 
ſavage Beaſts, that fall not with others into any 

, Herd, 
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Herd, that have no other Defence but their on 
Strength, making a Prey of all that's weaker, and 
by the ſame Juſtice, being a Prey to all that's 
ſtronger than themſelves. 

In the next Place, let it be conſidered, that a 
Tyrant making himſelf above all Law, and de- 
fending his Injuſtice by a Strength above all Pu- 
niſhment, above all other Juſtice than that he re- 
ceives from the Stroke of ſome generous Hand: 
and certainly the Safety of Mankind were but ill 
provided for, if there were no Kind of Juſtice to 
reach great Villanies, but Tyrants ſhould be In- 
munditie Scelerum tuti, ſecured by the Greatneſs of 
their Crimes, Our Laws would be then but 
Cobwebs indeed, made only to catch Flies, but not 
to hold Waſps. or Hornets; and it might be then 
ſaid of all Common-wealths, that was faid to Athens, 


g | That there only ſmall Thieves were hanged, but the 


great ones were free, and condemned the reſt. But 
he that will ſecure himſelf of all Hands, muſt know 
he ſecures himſelf from none : he that flies Juftice 
in the Court, muſt expect to find it in the Street; 


and he that goes armed againſt every Man, arms 


every Man againſt himſelf, Bellum eſt in eos, qui 
Judiciis coerceri non poſſunt, ſays Cicero, We have 
War with thoſe againſt whom we can have no Law, 
The fame Author, Cum duo fint decertandi genera, 
&c. There being two Ways of deciding Dif- 
ferences, the one by Judgment and Arbitration, 
the other by Force; the one proper to Men, the 
other to Beaſts, We muſt have Recourſe to the 
latter, when the former cannot be obtained. And 

cer- 
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certainly by the Law of Nature, ubi ceſſat judicium, 
when no Juſtice can be had, every Man may be 
his own Magiſtrate, and do Juſtice for himſelf; 
for the Law, ſays Grotius, that forbids me to pur- 
fue my Right but by a Courſe of Law, certainly 
ſuppoſes, Ubi copia eſt Fudicii, where Law and 
Juſtice is to be had; otherwiſe, that Law were a 
Defence for Injuries, not one againſt them; and 
quite contrary to the Nature of all Laws, would 
become the Protection of the Guilty againſt the In- 
nocent, not of the Innocent againſt the Guilty: 
Now, as it is contrary to the Laws of God and 
Nature, that Men, who are partial to themſelves, 
and therefore unjuſt to others, ſhould be their own 
Judges, where others are to be had; ſo is it as 
contrary to the Law of Nature, and the common 
Safety of Mankind, that when the Law can have 
no Place, Men ſhould be forbidden to repel Force 
by Force, and ſo be left without all Defence and 
Remedy againſt Injuries, God himſelf left not the 
Slave without Remedy againſt the cruel Maſter : 
And what Analogy.can it hold with Reaſon, that 
the Slave, that is but his Maſter's Money, and but 
Part of his Houſhold-ſtuff, ſhould find Redreſs 
againſt the Injuries and Inſolences of an imperious 
Maſter ; and a free People, who have no ſuperior but 
their God, ſhould have none at all againſt the In- 
Juſtice and Oppreſſion of a barbarous Tyrant? And 
were not the Incongruity full as great, that the 
Law of God permitting every Man to kill a Thief, 
if he took him breaking open his Houſe in the 


Night ; becauſe then it might be ſuppoſed he could 
nor 
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not bring him to Juſtice : but a Tyrant, that is, 
the common Robber of Mankind, and on whom 
no Law can take hold on, his Perſon ſhould be Sa- 
croſanct, cui nibil Sacrum aut ſanctum, to whom no- 
thing is ſacred, nothing inviolable! But the vulgar 
judge ridiculouſly, like themſelves : the Gliſter of 
Things dazzle their Eyes, and they judge of them 
by their Appearances, and the Colour that are put 
on them. For what can be more abſurd in Nature, 
and contrary to all common Senſe, than to call him 
Thief, and kill him, that comes alone, or with a few, 
to rob me; and to call him Lord Protector, and obey 
him, that robs me with Regiments and Troops ? As if 
to rove with two or three Ships were to be a Pyrate, 
but with fifty, an Admiral ? But if it be the Number 
of Adherents only, not the Cauſe, that makes the 
Difference between a Robber and a Protector: I wiſh 
that Number were defined, that we might know where 
the Thief ends, and the Prince begins; and be able 
to diſtinguiſh between a Robbery and a Tax, But 
ſure no Engliſhman can be ignorant, that it is his 
Birth-right to be Maſter of his own Eſtate, and 
that none can command. any Part of it but his 
own Grant and Conſent, either made expreſly by 
himſelf, or virtually by a Parliament. All other 
Ways are mere Robberies in other Names; Au- 


' ferre, Trucidare, Rapere, falſis nominibus imperium, 


atque ubi ſolitudinem faciunt, pacem appellant ; to 
rob, to extort, to murder Tyrants falſly call'd to 
govern, and to make Deſolation, they call to ſettle 
Peace: in every Aſſeſſment we are robb'd ; the 


Exciſe is Robbery; the Cuſtoms Robbery; and 
with- 
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without doubt, whenever *tis prudent, *tis lawful to: 
kill the Thieves, whom we can bring to no other 
Juſtice : and not only lawful, to do ourſelves 
right, but glorious, and to deſerve of Mankind, to 
free the World of that common Robber, that uni- 
verſal Pirate, under whom, and for whom, the 
leſſer Beaſts prey. This Firebrand I would have 
any Way extinguiſh'd; this Ulcer I would have 
any Hand to lance: And I cannot doubt but God 
will ſuddenly ſanctify ſome Hand to do it, and 
bring down that bloody and deceitful Man, who 
hves not only to the Miſery, but the Infamy of our 
Nation. | | 

I ſhall have Reaſon to be much leſs confident 
of the Juſtice of this Opinion, if it were new, and 
only grounded upon Collections and Interpretations 
of my own, But herein, if I am deceived, I ſhall 
however have the Excuſe to have been drawn into 
that Error, by the Examples that are left us by the 
greateſt and moſt virtuous, and the Opinions of the 
wiſeſt and graveſt Men, that have left their Me- 
moirs to Pofterity. Out of the great Plenty of 
Confirmations I could bring for this Opinion from 
Examples and Authorities, I ſhall ſelect a very few; 
for manifeſt Truths have not Need of thoſe Sup- 


ports; and I have as little Mind to tire myſelf as 
my Reader, 


* 
4 


Firſt therefore, An Uſurper, that by only Foree 
pofleſſerh himſelf of Government, and by Force 
only keeps it, is yet in the State of War with every 
Man, ſays the Learned Gratius: and therefore every 
Thing is lawful againſt him, that is lawful againſt 


an 
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an open Enemy, whom every private Man hath a 
Right to kill. Hoſtis hoſtem -occidere volui, ſays 


| Scaevola to Porſena, when he was taken, after he had 


failed in his attempt to kill him; I am an Enemy, 
and an Enemy I would have killed; which every 
Man hath a Right to do. | 

Contra publicos hoftes, £& Majeſtatis reos, omnis homo 
miles eſt, ſays Tertullian. Againſt common Enemies, 
and thoſe that are Traitors to the Common-Wealth, 


3 every Man is a Soldier: This Opinion the moſt cele- 


brated' Nations have approved both by their Laws 
and Practices. The Grecians, as Xenophon tells us, 
who ſuffered not Murderers to come into their 
Temples, in thoſe very Temples they erected Sta- 
tues to thoſe that kill'd' Tyrants, thinking it fit to 
place their Deliverers amongſt their Gods. Cicero 


was an Eyewitneſs of the Honours that were done 
ſuch Men, Graeci homines, Sc. The Greeks, faith 
be, attribute the Honours of the Gods to thoſe that 


killed Tyrants: what have I ſeen in Athens and 
other Cities of Greece! What Religion paid to ſuch 


Men! What Songs! What Elogies! By which they 
are conſecrated to Immortality, and almoſt deified! 


In Athens, by Solon's Law, Death was not only de- 


L creed for the Tyrant that opprefs*d the State, but 


for all thoſe that took any Charge, or did bear any 


g Office while the Tyranny remained. And Plato 


tells us, the Ordinary Courſe they took with Ty- 
rants in Greece : If, ſays he, the Tyrant cannot be 


expuls'd -by accuſing him to the Citizens, then by, 
re Practices they diſpatch him. 


Amongſt the Romans the Valerian Law was, J 
E | quis 
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quis injuſſu populi, Sc. Whoſoever took Magiſtra-, 
cy upon him, without the Command of the People, 
it was lawful for any Man to kill him. Plutarch 
makes this Law more ſevere, It injudicatum occiders 
eum licetur, gui dominatum concupiſteret. That it 
was lawful by that Law, before any Judgment paſt, 
to kill him that but aſpired to Tyranny. - Likewiſe 
the Conſular Law, which was made after the Sup- 
preſſion of the Tyranny of the Decemvirate, made 
it lawful to kill any Man that went about to create 
Magiſtrates, ine Provocatione, Sc. Without Re- 
ference and Appeal to the People. By theſe Laws, 
and innumerable Teſtimonies of Authors, it appears, 
that the Romans, with the reſt. of their Philoſophy, . 
had learned from the Grecians; what was the natural 
Remedy againſt a Tyrant: Nor did- they, honour 
thoſe leſs that durſt apply it. Who as Polybius ſays, 
ſpeaking of Conſpiracies againſt Tyrants, were not 
Deterrimi Civium, ſed Genero/iſſmi quique, & maxim 
Animi , not the worſt and meaneſt of the Citizens, 
but the moſt generous, and thoſe of greateſt Vir. 
tue: So were moſt of thoſe that conſpired. againſt 
Julius Cæſar; he himſelf thought Brutus worthy to 
ſucceed him in the Empire of the World. And 
Cicero, who had the Title of Pater Patriae; if 
he were not conſcious of the Deſign, yet he at 
leaſt affected the Honour of being thought ſo: 
Duae enim res unquam, Sc. What Act, fays he, O 
Fupiter, more glorious!. more worthy of eternal 
Memory, hath been done not only in this City, 
but in the whole World! In this Deſign, as the 
Trojan Horſe, - I willingly ſuffer myſelf to be in- 
cluded 
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cluded with the Princes. In the ſame Place he tells 
us what all virtuous Romans thought of the Fact as 


well as he: Ornes boni, quantum in iis fuit, Cat- 
ſarem octiderunt: aliss tonfilium : alits animus: aliis 


occaſio defuit; voluntas nemini: All good Men, 


faith be, às much as lay in them, killed Cæſar: 
ſome wanted Capaclty; ſome Courage; others Op- 


portutilty'4 but nome the Will to do it. But yet we 


have not declated the Extent of their Severity a- 
gainſt a Tyrant: Fhey expoſed him to Fraud, as 
welt as Force, and left him no Security in Oaths 
and Compacts, that neither Law nor Religion might 
defend him that violated both. Cum Tyranno Ro- 
manis nulla fides, nulla jurisjurandi Religio, faith 
Bratus i Appian ; with a Tyrant the Romans think 
no Faith to be kept, obſerve no Religion of an 
Oath: Seneca gives the Reaſon, Quia quicquid erat, 
quo' mibi cohaereret, &c. For whatever there was 
of. mutual Obligation betwrxt us, his deſtroying 
the Laws of human Society, hath diffolved; fo 
theſe” that thought that there was in hoſtem nefas, 
that a Villany might be committed againft an Ene- 
my; Theſe that profeſs'd, Non minus juſte quam for- 
titer arma gerere, to manage their Arms with 
Juſtice as well as Courage: Theſe that thought 
Faith was to be kept even with the perfidious; 


yet they thought a Tyrant could receive no 


Injuſtice, but to be let live; and that the moſt 
awful Way to deſtroy him was the readieſt, 
no Matter whether by Force or Fraud; for againſt 
Beaſts .of- Prey, Men uſe the Toyle and the 
Net, as well as the Spear and the Lance. But fo 
| E 2 oreat 
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great was their Deteſtation of a Tyrant, that it 
made ſome take their Opinions from their Paſſions, 
and vent Things which they could but ill juſtify to 
their Morality; they thought a Tyrant, had ſo ab- 
ſolutely forfeited all Title to Humanity, and all 
kind of Protection they could give him or his, that 
they left his Wife without any other Guard for her 
Chaſtity but Age and Deformity; and thought it 


not Adultery what was committed with her. Many 


more Teſtimonies might I bring; for *tis harder to 
make Choice than to find Plenty. But I ſhall con- 
clude with Authorities that are much more authen- 
tick, and Examples we mar much more ey imi- 


date. 


The Law of God itſelf decreed certain Death to 
that Man that would do preſumptuouſly, and ſub- 
mit to no Deciſion of Juſtice, Who can read this, 
and think a Tyrant ought to live? But certainly, 
neither that, nor any other Law were to any Effect, 
if there were no Way to put it in Execution. But 
in a Tyrant's Caſe, Proceſs and Citation have no 
Place, and if we will only have formal Remedies 
againſt him, we are ſure to have none. There's 
ſmall Hopes of Juſtice where the Malefactor hath 
a Power to condemn the Judge. 

All Remedy therefore againſt a Tyrant is ; Ebud's 
Dagger, without which all our Laws were fruitleſs, 
and we helpleſs. This is that High Court of 
Juſtice where Moſes brought the. Egyptian, whither 
Ehud brought Eglon; Sampſon the Philiſtines ; Sa- 
muel Agag; and Fehoiada the ſhe-Tyrant Athaliab. 

Let us a little conſider in particular, theſe ſeveral 

| Ex- 
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Examples, and ſee whether they may. be pro- 
portioned to our Purpoſe, 

Firſt, as to the Caſe of Moſes and the Egyptian: | 

Certainly every Engliſhman hath as much Call as 

Moſes, and more Cauſe than he, to ſlay this E- 


gyptian that is always laying on Burthens, and al- 


ways ſmiting. both our Brethren and our ſelves: 
For as to his Call, he had no other than: we read, 
but the Neceſſity his Brother ſtood in of his Help. 
He looked on his Brethrens Burdens, and ſeeing 
an Egyptian ſmiting an Hebrew, knowing he was 
out of the Reach of all other Kind of Juſtice, he ſlew 
him. Certainly this was and is as lawful for any 


; Man, to do, as it was for Moſes, who was then 


but a private Man and had no Authority for what 
he did, but what the Law of Nature gives every 
Man; to oppoſe Force to Force, and to make 
Juſtice where he finds none. As to the Cauſe: of 
that Action, we have much more to ſay than Moſes 
had; he ſaw one Hebrew ſmitten, we many 
Engliſhmen murder'd; he ſaw his Brethrens Bur- 
dens and their Blows; we our Brethrens Burdens, 
Impriſonments and Deaths. Now ſure if it were 
lawful for Moſes to kill that Egyptian that oppreſſed 
one Man, being there was no Way to procure an 
ordinary Courſe of Juſtice againſt him; it cannot 
be but abſurd to think it unlawful to kill him that 
oppreſſes a whole Nation, and one that Juſtice as 
little reaches as it defends. 

The Example of Ebud ſhews us the natural an 
almoſt the only Remedy againſt a Tyrant, and-the 
Way to free an oppreſt People from the Slavery of 

an 
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an inſulting Moabite: tis done by Prayers and 
Tears, with the Help of a Dagger, by crying to 
the Lord, and the left Hand of an Ebud. Devo- 
tion and Action go well together; for believe it, a 
Tyrant is not of that Kind of Devil that is to be caſt 
out by only Faſting and Prayer : and here the Scrip- 
ture ſhews us what the Lord thought a fit Meſſage 
to ſend a Tyrant from himſelf; a Dagger of a 
Cubit in his Belly : and every worthy Man that de- 
fires to be an Ehud, a Dehverer of his Country, will 
ſtrive to be the Meſſenger. 

We may here likewiſe obſerve in this and many 
Places of Judges, that when the IVaclites fell to 
Idolatry, which of all Sins certainly is one of the 
greateſt, God Almighty, to proportion the Puniſh- 
ment to the Offence, ſtil} delivered them into the 
Hands of Tyrants, which ſure is one of the greateſt 
of all Plagues. 

In the Story of Samſan tis mail that the 
denying him his Wife, and the burning her and 
her Father; which, tho' they were great, yet were 
but private Injuries, he took for ſufficient Grounds 
to make War upon the Phzliftines, being himſelf 
but a private Man, and not only not affiſted; but 
oppoſed by his ſervile Country Men. He knew 
what the Law of Nature allowed him, where other 
Laws have no Place, and thought it a ſufficient 
Juſtification for ſmiting the Philiſtines Hip and 
Thigh, to anſwer for himſelf; that as they did unto; 
him ſo had he done unto them. 

Naw that which was lawful for Samſon to ths 


againſt many Oppreſſors, _ is it unlawful for us 


to 
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to do againſt one? Are our Injuries leſs? Our 
Friends and Relations are daily murther'd before 
our Faces: Have we other Ways for Reparation? 
Let chem be named and I am ſilenc'd: But if we 
have none, the Fire- brands, or the Jaw-· bone, the firſt 
Weapons out juſt Fury can lay hold on, may cer- 
tainly be lawfully employed againſt that uncircum- 
cifed Philiſt ins that oppreſſes us. We have too the 
Oppoſitions and Diſcouragements that Samſon had, 
and therefore have the more Need of his Courage 
and Reſolution: As he had the Men of Fudah, ſo 
we have the Men of Levi, crying to us out of the 


Pulpit, as from the Top of the Rock Etam, Know 


you not that the Philiftine is a Ruler over you? The 
Truth is, they would fain make him ſo, and bind 
us with Samſon in new Cords, but we hope they 
will become as Flax, and that they will either looſe 
from our Hands, or we ſhall have the Courage to 
cut. them. 

Upon the fame Grounds df Rerakatien did 6. * 
mucl do Juſtice with his own Hand upon the Ty- 
rant Agag: As thy Sword, ſays the Prophet, hath 


made Women childleſs, ſo ſhall thy Mother be childleſs 


among Women. Nor is there any Law more natural 
and more juſt. 

How many Mothers has our ur Agag, for his own 
Ambition, made childleſs? How many Children 


fatherleſs; How many have this Reaſon to hew 


this Amalekite in Pieces before the Lord? And: let 
his own Relations, and all theirs that are Confe- 
derates with him, beware, leſt Men come at laſt 
to revenge their own Relations in them. They 
make 
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make many a Woman huſbandleſs, and many a 
Father childleſs: Their Wives may come at laſt to 
know what *tis to want a Huſband, and themſelves 
to loſe their Children. Let them remember what 
their great Apoſtle Machiavel tell them; That in 
Conteſtations for the preſerving their Liberty, 
People many Times uſe Moderation ; but when 
they come to vindicate it, their Rigour exceeds all 
Mean, like Beaſts that have been kept up, and are 
afterwards let looſe, they always are more fierce 
and cruel. 

To conclude with the Example Fehoiada hath 
left us: Six Years he hid the right Heir of the 
Crown in the Houſe of Lord, and without all doubt, 
amongſt the reſt of God's Services there he was all 
that Time contriving the Deſtruction of the Tyrant, 
that had aſpired to the Throne by the Deſtruction 
of thoſe that had the Right to it. Jeboiada had 
no Pretence to authoriſe this Action, but the Equity 
and Juſtice of the Act itſelf : He pretended no im- 
mediate Command from God for what- he did, 
nor any Authority from the Sanbedrim; and there- 
fore any Man might have done what Fehoiada did 
as lawfully, that could have done it as effectually as 
he. Now what Citation was given to Athaliab, 
what Appearance was ſhe called to before any Court 
of Juſtice ? her Fact was her Tryal, ſhe was with- 
out any Expoſtulation taken forth of the Ranges, 
and only. let live till ſhe got out of the Temple, 
that that holy Place might not be defiled by the 
Blood of a Tyrant, which was fitter to be ſhed on 


A * ; and ſo they flew her at the Horſe- 


gate. 1 


1 
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gate, And by the King's Houſe, the very White- 
Hall where ſhe had cauſed the Blood Royal to be 
ſpilt, and which herſelf had ſo long unjuſtly 
poſſeſs d, there by Providence did ſhe receive her 
Puniſhment, where ſhe had acted ſo great a Part 
of her Crimes. How the People approv'd of this 
glorious Action of deſtroying a Tyrant, this Chap- 
rer tells us at the laſt Verſe : And all the People of 
the Land rejoiced, and the City was quiet, after that 
they had flain Athaliah with the Sword, And that 
it may appear, they no leſs honoured the Authors 
of ſuch Actions, than other Nations did; as in his 
Lifetime they obeyed Jeboiada as a King, ſo after 
his Death, for the Good he had done in I1/rae, ſaith 
the Scripture, they likewiſe buried him ere... 
the Kings. 

I muſt not conclude this Story without obſerving 
that Fehoiada commanded, that whoſoever followed 
Athaliah ſhould be put to Death; letting us ſee 
what they deſerve that are Confederates with Ty- 
rants, and will fide with them, and but appear to 
defend them, or allow them: His Highneſs's 
Counſel, his Junto, and the Agats of his Janizaries, 
may, if they pleaſe, take notice of this, and repent, 
leſt they likewiſe periſh. And likewiſe his High- 
neſs's Chaplains, and Tryers, who are to admit 
none into the Miniſtry that will preach Liberty with 
the Goſpel, may, if they think fit, obſerve, that 
with the Tyrant fell Mattan the Prieſt of Baal. 
And indeed, none but Baal's Prieſts will preach 
for Tyrants: And certainly thoſe Prieſts which ſacri- 
ice to our Baal, gur Idol 4 a Magiſtrate, deſerve as 
well . 
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well to be hanged before their Pulpits, as ever Mattan 
did to fall before bis Altar, 

I ſhould think now 1 had faid much more than 
enough to the ſecond Queſtion, and ſhould come 
to the third and laſt I propoſed in my Method; but 
I meet with two Objections lying in my way: The 
firſt is, That theſe Examples out of Scripture are 
of Men that were inſpired of God, and that there- 
fore they had that Call and Authority for their 
Actions, which we cannot pretend to, ſo that it 
would be unſafe for us to draw their Actions into 
Examples, except we-had likewiſe their Juſtification 
to alledge. 

The other Objection is, that there 1 now no 
Oppoſition made to the Government of his High- 
neſs, that the People following their Callings and 
Traffic at home and abroad, making uſe of the 
Laws and appealing to his Highneſs's Courts of 
Juſtice : That all this argues the People's tacit Con- 
ſent. to the Government; and that therefore now 
tis to be reputed lawful, and the Peoples Obedience 

voluntary, 
To the firſt I anſwer with the learned Milton, that 
if God commanded theſe things, *tis a Sign they 
were lawful, and are commendable. But ſecondly, 
As I obſerved in the Relations of the Examples 
themſelves: Neither Sampſon nor Samuel alledged 
any other Cauſe or Reaſon for what they did, but 
Retaliation, and the apparent Juſtice of the Actions 
themſelves, Nor had God appeared to Moſes in 
the Buſh when he ſlew the Egyptian ; nor had Fe- 
boiada any Prophetical Authority or other Call to 
do 
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do what he did, but that common Call which all 
Men have, to do all Actions of Juſtice that are 
within their Power, when the ordinary Courſe of 
Juſtice ceaſes. 

To the ſecond, my Anſwer 1s, That if Com- 
merce and Pleadings were enough to argue the 
Peoples Conſent, and give Tyranny the Name of 
Government; there was never yet any Tyranny of 
many Weeks ſtanding in this World. Certainly, 
we then extreamly wrong Caligula and Nero in cal- 
ling them Tyrants, and they were Rebels that con- 
ſpired againſt them; except we will believe, that 
all the while they reigned, that in Rome they kept 
their Shops ſhut, and opened not their Temples, 
or their Courts. We are likewiſe with no leſs Ab- 
ſurdity to imagine, that the whole eighteen Years 
Time which 1/rae! ſerved Eglon, and ſix Years that 
Athaliah reigned, that the Iſraelites quite deſiſted 
from Traffick, Pleadings, and all publick Acts; 
otherwiſe Ehud and Jeboida were both Traitors, the 
one for killing his King, the other his Queen. 

Having ſhewn what a Tyrant is, his Marks and 
Practices, I can ſcarce perſuade myſelf to ſay any 
Thing to that I made my third Queſtion, whether 
the removing him is like to prove of Advantage to 
the Common-wealth or not? for methinks *tis to en- 
quire whether *tis better the Man to die, or the 
Impoſthume be lanc'd, or the gangreen'd Limb be 
cut off ? Burt yet there be ſome whoſe Cowardice 
and Avarice furniſh them with fome Arguments 
to the contrary; and they would fan make the 
World believe, that to be baſe and degenerate, is 

Þ 2 | co 
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to be cautious and prudent, and what is in Truth a 
ſervile Fear, they falſly call a Chriſtian Patience. It 
will not therefore be amiſs to make appear that 
there is indeed that Neceſſity which we think there 
is, of ſaving the Vineyard of the Common-wealth, 
if poſſible, by deſtroying the wild Boar that is 
broke into it, We have already ſhewed that it is 
lawful, and now we ſhall ſee whether it is ex- 
pedient. Firſt, I have already told you, that to be 
under a Tyrant is not to be a Common-wealth, but 
a great Family, conſiſting of Maſter and Slaves. 
Vir bonæ, ſervorum nulla eft unquam civitas, ſays an 
old Poet, A Number of Slaves make not a City. 
So that whilſt this Monſter lives, we are not Mem- 
bers of a Common-wealth, but only his living 
Tools and Inſtruments, which he may employ to 
what uſe he pleaſes. Servi tua eft fortuna, Ratio 
ad te nihil, ſays another; Thy Condition is a 
Slave's, thou art not to enquire a Reaſon : Nor 
muſt we think we-muſt continue long in the Con- 
dition of Slaves, and nor degenerate into the Habit 
and Temper that is natural to that Condition : Our 
Minds will grow low with our Fortunes, and by 
being accuſtomed to live like Slaves, we ſhall become 
unfit to be any Thing elſe. Etiam fera ammalia ſi 
clauſa teneas virtutis obliviſtuntur, ſays Tacitus, 
The fierceſt Creatures, by long Conſtraint, loſe 
their Courage. And ſays Sir Fr. Bacon, the Bleſ- 
ſing of Jachar and that of Judah, falls not upon 
one People, to be Aſſes crouching under Burdens, 
and to have the Spirit of Lions. And with their 
Courage tis no wonder if they loſe their Fortune, 
as 
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as the Effect with the Cauſe, and act as ignomi- 
niouſly abroad, as they ſuffer at home. Tis Ma- 
chiavel's Obſervation, that the Roman Armies that 
were always victorious under Conſuls, all the 
while they were under the Slavery of the Decemviri 
never proſpered. And certainly People have Reaſon 
to Fight but faintly, where they are to gain the 
Viftory againſt themſelves ; when every Succeſs ſhall 
be a Confirmation of their Slavery, and a uew » Link 10 
ibeir Chain, 

But we ſhall not only loſe our Courage, which is a 
uſeleſs and unſafe Virtue under a Tyrant, but by 
Degrees we ſhall, after the Example of our Maſter, 
all turn perfidious, deceitful, irreligious, Flatterers, 
and whatever is villanous and infamous in Man- 
kind. See but to what Degree we are come 
already: Can there any Oath be found ſo fortified 
by all religious Ties, which we eaſily find not a 
Diſtinction to break, when either Profit or Danger 
perſuades us to it? Do we remember our Engage- 
ments, or if we do, have we any ſhame in breaking 
them ? Can any Man think with Patience upon what 
we have profeſſed, when he ſees what we wildly do, 
and tamely ſuffer * What have we of Nobility among 
us but the Name, the Luxury and Vices of it ? Poor 
MWretebes, thoſe that naw-carry that Title, are ſo far 
from having any of the Virtues that ſhould adorn it, 
that they bave not ſo much as the generous Vices that 
attend Greatneſs ; they have loſt all Ambition and In- 
dignation. As for our Miniſters, what have they, 
or indeed defire they, of their Calling, but the 
* thes, Sc. How do theſe horrid Prevaticators 

ſearch 
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ſearch for Diſtinctions to piece contrary Oaths? How 


do they rake Scriptures for Flatteries, and im- 


pudently apply them to his monſtrous Highneſs? 
What is the City but a great tame Beaſt, that eats 
and carries, and cares not who rides it? Hat's the 
' Thing call'd a Parliament, but a moch? compos'd 
of a People that are only ſuffer'd to fit there be- 
cauſe they are known to have no Virtue, after the 
Excluſion of all others that were but ſuſpected to 
have any? What are they but Pimps of Tyranny, 
who are only employed to draw in the People to pro- 
ſtitute their Liberty? What will not the Army 
fight for ? what will they not fight againſt? What 
are they but Janizaries, Slaves themſelves, and 
making all others ſo? What are the People in ge- 
neral but Knaves, Fools, and Cowards, principled 
for Eaſe, Vice, and Slavery? This is our Temper, 
this Tyrant hath brought us to already; and if it 
continues, the little Virtue that is yet left to flock the 
Nation, muſt totally extinguiſh; and then his High- 
neſs hath compleated his Work of Reformation, And 
the Truth is, till then his Highneſs cannot be ſecure. 
He muſt not endure Virtue, for that will not endure 
him, He that will maintain Tyranny muſt kill 
Brutus, ſays Machiavel. A Tyrant, ſays Plato, muſt 
diſpatch all vertuous Perſons, or he cannot be ſafe ; 
fo that be is brought to that unhappy Neceſſuty, either 
to live amongſt baſe and wicked Perſons, or not to 
live at all. | N 
Nor muſt we expect any Cure from our Patience; 
Inxanno ſi gli huomini, ſays Machiavel, credendo 


con la humilit & vincere la ſuperbia, Men deceive 
N them- 
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themſelves, that think to mollify Arrogancy with 
Humility ; a Tyrant is never modeſs but when be is 
weak ; *tis in the Winter of his Fortune, when this 
Serpent bites not : we muſt not therefore ſuffer our- 
ſelves to be cozened with Hopes of his Amendment; 
for, Nemo unquam Imperium flagitit quæſitum Bonis 
artibus exercuo, Never did any Man manage the 
Government with Juſtice, that got it by Villany. 
The longer the Tyrant lives, the more the tyran- 
nical Honour increaſes in him, ſays Plato, like 
thoſe Beaſts that grow more curſt as they grow old. 
New Occaſions daily happen that neceſſitate them to 
new Miſchiefs ; and he muſt defend one Villany with 
another. 
But ſuppoſe the contrary of all this, that his 
Highneſs were vi Dominationis convulſus, & mutatus, 
changed to the better by great Fortune, of which 
he gives no Symptoms, what notwithſtanding could 
be more miſerable than to have no other Security for 
our Liberty, no other Law for our Safety, than the 
Will of a Man, though the moſt juſt living? We 
have all our Beaſt within us; and whoſoever, ſays 
Ariſtotle, is governed by a Man without a Law, is 
governed by a Man and by a Beaſt, Etiam ſi non 
fit moleſtus Dominus: tamem eſt miſerrimum poſſe fi 
velit, ſays Tully, Though a Maſter does not tyrannize, 
yet "tis a moſt miſerable Thing that tis in his Power 
do ſo if he will, If he be good, ſo was Nero for 
five Years; and how ſhall we be ſecure that he will 
not change: Beſides, the Power that is allowed to a 
good Man, we may be ſure will be claimed and taken 
” an 11 3 * therefore it hath been the Cuſtom of 
good 
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good Princes to abridge their own Power, it may be 
diſtruſting themſelves, but certainly fearing their Suc- 
. Ceſſors, to the Chance of whoſe being virtuous, they 
would not hazard the Welfare of their People. An 
unlimited Power therefore is to be truſted to none, 
which if it does not find a Tyrant, commonly 
makes one; or if one uſes it modeſtly, *tis no 
Argument that others will; and therefore, Auguſtus 
Cz/ar muſt have no greater Power given him, than 
you would have Tiberius take. And Cicero's Mo- 
deration is to be truſted with a Conſideration, that 
there are others to be Conſuls as well as he. 
But before I preſs this Buſineſs farther, if it needs 
be any farther preſt, that we ſhould endeavour 
to reſcue the Honour, the Virtue, and Liberty of 
our Nation, I ſhall anſwer to ſome few Objec- 
tions that have occurred to me. This I ſhall do 
very briefly, 
Some I find of a ſtrange Opinion, that it were a 
generous and a noble Action to kill his Highneſs in 
the Field; but to do it privately they think is un- 
lawful, but know not why; as if it were not ge- 
nerous to apprehend a Thief, till his Sword were 
drawn, and he in a Poſture to defend himſelf and 
kill me. But theſe People do not conſider that who-- 
ſoever is poſſeſſed of Poter any Time, will be ſure to 
engape fo many either in Guilt or Profit, or both, that 
to go about to throw him out by open Force, will very 
much hazard the total Ruin of the Common ꝛpealib. 
A Tyrant is a Devil that tears the Body in the 
exorciſing; and they are all of Caligula's Temper, 
ou if they could, they would have the whole 
Frame 
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Frame of Nature falls with them. *Tis an Opinion 
that deſerves no other Refutation than the manifeſt 
Abſurdity of itſelf ; that it ſhould be lawful for me 
to deſtroy a Tyrant with nen Feen and Con- 
Wan. but not without. 

Another Objection, and more common, is the 
Fear of what may ſucceed if his Highneſs were re- 
moved. One would think the World were bewitched, 
I am fallen into a Ditch, where I ſhall certainly 
periſh if Ilie; but J refuſe to be helped ont, for fear 
of falling into another: I ſuffer a certain Miſery for 
fear of a contingent one, and let the Diſenſe kill me, 
becauſe there is Hazard in the Cure. Is not this that 
ridiculous Policy, Ne moriare, mori, To die for 
fear of dying. Sure tis Frenzy not to deſire a 
Change, when we are ſure we cannot be worſe. 
Et non incurrere in pericula, ubi quies centi paria 
metuuntur, and not then to hazard, when the 
Danger and the Michiefs are the lame in lying 
ſtill, 

Hitherto I have ſpoken in OA to all Engliſh: 
men; now I addreſs my Diſcourſe particularly to. 
thoſe that certainly beſt deſerve that Name, our- 
ſelves, that have fought, however unfortunately, 
for our Liberties under this Tyrant; and in the 
End, cozened by his Oaths and Tears, have pur- 
chaſed nothing but our Slavery with the Price of 
our Blood, To us particularly it belongs to bring 
this Monſter to Juſtice, whom he hath made the 
Inſtruments of his Villany, and Sharers in the 
Curſe and Deteſtation that is due to himſelf from 
all good Men: others only have their Liberty to 
G vin- 
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vindicate, we our Liberty and our Honour. We 
engaged to the People with him, and to the People 
for him, and from our Hands they may juſtly ex- 
pect a Satis faction of Puniſhment, being they can- 
not have that of Performance. What the People 
at preſent endure, and Poſterity ſhall ſuffer, will be 
all laid at our Doors; for only we, under God, 
have the Power ro pull down this Dagon, an Idol 
of the Philiſtines, which we have ſet up: and if we 
do it not, all Mankind will repute us Approvers. of 
all the Villanies he hath done, and Authors of all 
to come. Shall we, that would not. endure. a King 
attempting Tyranny, ſhall we ſuffer a profeſt 
Tyrant? We that reſiſted the Lion aſſailing us, 
ſhall we ſubmit, to the Wolf tearing us? If there 
be no Remedy to be found, we have great, Reaſon 
to exclaim, Utinam te potius (Carole) retinuiſſemus 
quam bunc habuiſſemus, non quod ulla fit optanda ſer- 
vitus, ſed quod ex dignitate Domini minus turpis eſt 
Conditio ſervi. We wiſh we bad rather endured thee, 
O Charles, han have been condemned to this mean 
Tyrant ;, not that we defire any Kind of Slavery, but 
that the Quality of the Maſter ſomething graces the 

Condition of the Slave. | 
But if we conſider it rightly, what our Duty, « our 
Engagements, and our Honour extraft from us; both 
our Safety and our Intereſt oblige us io; and tis un- 
anſtwerable, in us, to Diſcretion, as *tis to Virtue, ta 
let this Viper live : for firſt, he knows very well "tis 
only we that have the Power to hurt him, and there- 
fore of us he will take any Courſe to ſerure himſelf : 
be is conſcious ta himſelf how faifly and perfidiouſty be 
hath 
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bath dealt with us; and therefore he will always 
fear that from our Revenge, which be knows be hath 
fo well deſerved. 

Laſtly, he knows our Principles, how directly 
contrary they are to that Arbitrary Power he muſt 
govern by, and therefore he may reaſonably ſuſpect, 
that we that have already ventured our Lives againſt 
Tyranny, will always have the Will, when we 
have the Opportunity, to do the ſame again. 

Theſe Conſiderations will eaſily perſwade him 
to ſecure himſelf of us, if we prevent him not, and 
ſecure ourſelves of him. He reads in his Practice 
of Piety, chi diviene Patron, &c. He that makes 
himſelf Maſter of aCity, that has been accuſtomed to 
Liberty, if he deſtroys it not, he muſt expect to be 
deſtroyed by it. And we may read too in the ſame 
Author, and believe him, that thoſe that are the 
Occaſion that one becomes powerful, always ruins 
them, if they want the Wit and Courage to ſecure 
themſelves, | 5 

Now as to our Iutereſt, we muſt never expe? that 
he will ever truſt thoſe that he has provoked and 
fears: he will be ſure to keep us down, leſt we ſhould 
pull down him. *Tis the Rule that Tyrants ob- 
ferve, when they are in Power, never to make 
much uſe of thoſe that helped them to it; and in- 
deed *tis their Intereſt and Security not to do it; 
for thoſe that have been the Authors of their Great- 
neſs, being conſcious of their own Merit, they are 
bold with the Tyrant, and leſs induſtrious to pleaſe 
him: they think all he can do for them is their rs) 
and ſtill they expect more; and when they fail in 
G 2 their 
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their Expectations, as tis impoſſible to ſatisfy them, 
their Diſappointments make them diſcontented, and 
their Diſcontents dangerous. Therefore all Tyrants 
follow the Example of Dionyſius, who was ſaid to 
uſe his Friends as he did his Bottles, When he had 
uſe for them he kept them by him; when he had 
none, that they ſhould not trouble him and lie in 
his Way, he hung them up. 

But to conclude this already 'over-long Paper, Let 
every Man to whom God bath given the Spirit of 
Wiſdom and Courage, be perſwaded by his Honour, 
bis Safety, his own Good and his Cguntry's, and indeed 
the Duty be owes to his Generation, and to Mankind, 
to endeavour by all rational Means to free the World 
of this Peſt, Lei not other Nations have the Occa- 
fon to think ſo meanly of us, as if we reſolved to ſit 
fill and have our Ears bored, or that any Diſcourage- 
ments or Diſappointments can ever make us deſiſt from 
attempting our Liberty, till we have purchaſed it, 
either by this Monſter's Death or by our own. Our 
Nation is not yet ſo barren of Virtue, that we want 
noble Examples to follow amongſt ourſelves. The 
brave Sindercomb hath ſhewed as great a Mind. as 
any old Rome could boaſt of; and had he lived 
there, his Name had been regiſter'd with Brutus 
and Cato, and he had had his Statues as wel as 
they. 

But I will not have ſa ſiniſter an Opinion of our- 
ſelves, as little Generoſity as Slavery hath left us, 
as to think ſo great a Virtue can want its Monu- 
ments amongſt us. Certainly, in every virtuous 
Mind, there are Statues rear'd to Sindercombe. 
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' Whenever we read the Flogies of thoſe that have died 


for their Country; when we admire thoſe great Ex- 

amples of Magnanimity, that have tired Tyrants 
Cruelties ; when we extol their Conflancy, whom nei. 

ther Bribe nor Terrors could make betray their Friends; 
*tis then we erect Sindercomb Statues, and grave 
him Monuments; where all that can be ſaid of a 
great and noble Mind, we juſtly make an Epitaph 
for him: and though the Tyrant cauſed him to be 
{mother'd, leſt the People ſhould hinder an open 
Murder, yet he will never be able either to 
ſmother his Memory, or his own Villany. His 
Poiſon was but a poor and common Device to im- 
poſe only on thoſe that underſtood not Tyrants 
Practices, and are unacquainted, if any be, with 
his Cruelties and Falſhoods, He may therefore if 
he pleaſe, take away the Stake from Sind ercombe's 
Grave, and if he have a Mind it ſhould be known 
how he died, let him ſend thither. the Pillows and 
Feather-beds with which Barkſtead and his Hang. 
man ſmothered him. But to conclude, Let not 
this Monſter think himſelf the more ſecure that he 


has ſuppreſt one great Spirit, he may be confident 


that Longus poſt illum ſequitur ordo idem e, 
decus. 

There is a great Roll behind, even of thoſe that 
are in his own Muſter-Rolls, and are ambitious of 
the Name of the Deliverers of their Country; and 
they know what the Action is that will purchaſe it. 


His Bed, his Table, is not ſecure, and he ſtands in 


need of other Guards to defend him againſt his 
own. Death and Deſtruction purſue him whereever 


he 
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he goes; they follow him every where, like his 
Fellow-travellers, and at laſt they will come upon 
him like armed Men. Darkneſs is hid in his ſecret 


Places; a Fire not blown ſhall conſume him; it 


ſhall go ill with him that is left in his Tabernacle. 
He ſhall flee from the Iron Weapon, and a Bow 
of Steel ſhall ſtrike him through. Becauſe he hath 
oppreſſed, and forſaken the Poor; becauſe he hath 
violently taken away a Houſe which he builded 
not; we may be confident, and ſo may he &re 
long all this will be accompliſh'd; for the 
Triumphing of the Wicked is but ſhort, and the 
Joy of the Hypocrite but for a Moment. Though 
his Excellency mount up to the Heavens, and his 
Head reacheth unto the Clouds, yet he ſhall periſh 
for ever like his own Dung. They that have ſeen 
him ſhall ſay, Where is He? 


FUDSITSURIFE 


Courteous Reader, 


IT Xpect another Sheet or two of Paper on this 

Subject, if I eſcape the Tyrant's Hands, altho? 
he gets, in the Interim, a Crown upon his Head, 
which he hath, under-hand, put his Confederates 
on to petition his Acceptance thereof, 


T H E 
SENTIMENTS 
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On important Subjects that concern 


the very Being of the Conftitution 
nel Liberties of Britain. | 
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HERE is nothing in which the Genera- 
lity of Mankind are ſo: much miſtaken as 
when they talk of Government. The dif- 
ferent Effects of it are obvious to every 
one, but few can trace its Cauſes, Moſt Men ha- 
ving indigeſted Ideas of the Nature of it, attribute 
all public Miſcarriages to the Corruption of Man- 
kind. They think. the whole Maſs: is infected, that 
"tis; impoſſible to make any Reformation, and ſo 


ſubmit patiently to their Countries Calamities, or 
elſe 
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elſe ſhare in the Spoil : Whereas Complaints of this 
Kind are as old as the World, and every Age has 
thought their own the worſt. 

We have not only our own Experience, but the 
Example of all Times, to prove that Men in the 
ſame Circumſtances will do_the ſame Things, call 
them by what Names of Diſtinction you pleaſe. A 


Government is a mere Piece of Clock-work; and 


having ſuch Springs and Wheels, muſt act after 
ſuch a Manner: And therefore the Art is to con- 
ſtitute it ſo that it muſt move to the publick Ad- 
vantage. | | | 

It is certain that every Man will act for his own 
Intereſt ; and all wiſe Governments are founded up- 
on that Principle: So that this whole Myſtery is 
only to make the Intereſt of the Governors and 
governed the ſame. In an abſolute Monarchy, 
where the whole Power is in one Man, his Intereſt 
will be only regarded: In an Ariſtocracy, the In- 


tereſt of a few; and in a free Government, the In- 


tereſt of every one. 

This would be the Caſe of England, if ſome 
Abuſes that have lately crept into our Conſtitution 
were remov'd. The Freedom of this Kingdom de- 
pends upon the Peoples chuſing the Houſe of Com- 
mons, who are a Part of the Legiſlature, and have 
the ſole Power of giving Money. Were this a true 
Repreſentative, and free from external Force or pri- 
vate Bribery, nothing could paſs there but what 


they thought was for the publick Advantage. For 


their own Intereſt is ſo interwoven with the Peoples, 
that if they act for 2 which every one of 
2 them 


them will Fe as near as he can, they muſt act for 
the common Intereſt of England. And if a few a- 
mong them ſhould find it their Intereſt to abuſe 
their Power, it will be the Intereſt of all the 
reſt to N them for it; and then our Govern- 

ment would act ne and a Rogue will as 
naturally be hang'd, as a Clock ſtrike Twelve when 
the Hour is come. 

This is the Fountain -Elead from whence the 
People expect all their Happineſs, and the Redreis 
of their Grievances ; and if we can preſerve them 
free from Corruption, they will take Care to keep 
every Body elſe ſo. Our Conſtitution ſeems to have 
provided for it, by never ſuffering the King, till 
Charles the Secand's Reign, to have a Mercenary 
Army to frighten them into a Compliance, nor 
Places or Revenues great enough to bribe them into 
it. . The Places in the King's Gift were but few, 
and moſt them Patent Places for Life, and the reſt 
great Offices of State enjoy'd by ſingle Perſons, 
which ſeldom fell to the Share of the Commons, 
ſuch as the Lord Chancellor, Lord Treaſurer, Privy 
Seal, Lord High-Admiral, &c. and when theſe 
Offices were poſſeſs d by the Lords, the Commons 
were ſevere Inquiſitors into their Actions. 

Thus the Government of England continued from 
the Time that the Romans quitted the Iſland, to the 
Time of Charles the Firſt, who was the firſt I. have 


read of, chat made an Oppoſition to himſelf. f in the 


| Houſe of Commons the Road to Preferment.; of 
which the Earl of Sirafford and Ney were the maſt 
remarkable Inſtances, who from great Patriots he- 
A the chief Aﬀectors of Dee Power. Hut 


this 
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this ſerved only to exaſperate the reſt; for he had 
not Places enough for all that expected them, nor 
Money enough to bribe them. Tis true, he rais'd 
great Sums of Money upon the People; but it being 
without Authority of Parliament, and having no 
Army to back him, it met with ſuch Difficulties in 
the raiſing, that it did him little Good, and ended 
at laſt in his Ruin, though by the Means of a long 


and miſerable War, which brought us from one Ty- 


ranny to another; for the Army had got all Things 
Into their Power, and govern'd the Nation by a 
Council of War, which made all Parties join in cal- 
ling in Charles the Second: So that he came in 
- with the general Applauſe of the People, who, in 
a kind Fit, gave him a vaſt Revenue for Life. By 
"this he was enabled to raiſe an Army, and bribe the 
Parliament, which he did to the Purpoſe ; but 
being a luxurious Prince, he could not part with 
great Sums at once. He only fed them from Hand 


to Mouth: So that they found it as neceſſary to 
keep him in a conſtant Dependance upon them, as 


they had upon him. They knew he would give 
them ready Money no longer than he had abſolute 
Neceſſity for them, and he had not Places enough 
in his Diſpoſal to ſecure a Majority in the Houfe, 


for in thoſe early Days the Art was not found out 
of ſplitting and multiplying Places; as inſtead of 
a Lord Treaſurer to have Five Lords of the Treaſu- 
ry; inſtead of a Lord Admiral to have Seven Lords 


= 


"A'S 


of the Admiralty; to have Seven Commiſſioners of 
--the Cuſtoms, Nine of the Exciſe, Fourteen of the 
Navy Office, Ten of the Stamp Office, Eight of the 
* Office, Sixteen a the Commiſſioners of Trade, 
Two 
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To of the Poſt Office, Four of the Tranſports, 
Four for Hackney Coaches, Four for Wine- 
Licences, Four for the Victualling Office, and Mul- 
titudes of other Offices, which are endleſs to enume- 
rate. 

I believe the Gentlemen who EY the good For- 
tune to be in ſome of theſe Imployments, will think 
1 compliment them, if I ſhould ſay they have not 
been better executed ſince they were in ſo many 
Hands, than when -in fewer: And I muſt confeſs, 
] ſee no Reaſon why they may not be made twice 
as many, and ſo ad infinitum, unleſs the Number be 
aſcertained by Parliament; and what Danger this 
may be to our Conſtitution, I think of with Horror. 
For if in Ages to come they thould be all given to 
Parliament Men, what will become of our fo much 
boaſted Liberty ? What ſhall be done when the Cri- 
minal becomes the Judge, and the Malefactors are 
left to try themſelves? We may be ſure their com- 
mon Danger will unite them, and they will all Rand 
by one another. 

I do not ſpeak this by ge for J have read of 
a Country where there was a conſtant Series of 
Miſmanagement for many Tears together, and yet 
no Body was puniſh'd: And even in our Country, 
I believe, ſome Men now alive can remember the 
Time, when if the then King, had but twenty 
more Places in his Diſpoſal, or diſpoſed of thoſe 
he had to the beſt Advantage, the Liberty of 
England had been at an End. 

I would not be underſtood quite to exclude Parlia- 
ment-Men from having Places; for a Man may 
ſerve his Country in two Capacities; but I would 
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not have it to be a Qualification for a Place; be- 
cauſe a poor Borough thinks a. Man fit to, repreſent 
them, that therefore he muſt be a Stateſman, a 
Lawyer, a Soldier, an Admiral, and what not? 

If this Method ſhould be taken in a future Reign, 
the People muſt not expect to ſee Men of Ability 
or Integrity in any Places, while they hold them by 
no other Tenure than the Diſſervice they do their 
Country in the Houſe of Commons, and are ſure to 
be turned out upon every prevalent Faction on the 
other Side. They muſt then never expect to ſee 
the Houſe of Commons act vigorouſly for the In- 
tereſt either of King or People; but ſome will ſer- 
vilely comply with the Court to keep their Places, 
others will oppoſe it as unreaſonably to get them: 
And thoſe Gentlemen whoſe Deſigns are for their 
Country's Intereſt, will grow weary of the beſt 
Form of Government in the World, thinking by 
Miſtake the Fault is in our Conſtitation. , 

I have beard of a Country, where the Diſputes 
about Offices to' the Value of Thirty Thouſand 
Pounds per Annum, have made Six Millions in- 
effectual; what by ſome Mens proſtitute Compli - 
ance, and others openly clogging the Wheels, it 
has cauſed Want and Neceſſity in all Kinds of Men, 
Bribery, Treachery, Prophaneneſs, Atheiſm, Pro- 
digality, Luxury, and all the Vices that attend a 
remiſs and corrupt Adminiſtration, and an univerſal 
Neglect of the Public. | a 
It is natural to run from one Extreme to . 
and this Policy will at laſt turn upon any Court that 
uſes it: For if they ſhould be reſolved to give all 
' Offices! to Parliament-Mev, | the People will think 
N - 6 {© them- 
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themſelves under a Neceſſity to obtain a Law that 
they ſhall give none ; which has been more than 
once attempted in our own Time. | 

Indeed, tho” there may be no great Inconvenience 
in ſuffering a few Men that have Places to be in 
that Houſe, ſuch as come in naturally, without any 
indirect Means, yet it will be fatal to us to have 
many: For all wiſe Governments endeavour as 
much as poſſible to keep the Legiſlative and Exe- 
cutive Parts aſunder, that they may be a Check 
upon one another. Our Government truſts the 
King with no part of the Legiſlature but a Negative 
Voice, which is abſolutely neceſſary to preſerve the 


Executive. One Part of the Duty of the Houſe of 


Commons is to puniſh Offenders, and redreſs the 
Grievances occaſioned by the Executive Part of the 
Government; and how can that be done, if they 
ſhould happen to be the ſame Perſons, unleſs they 
would be publick-ſpirited enough to hang or drown 
themſelves ? 

But in my Opinion, in another Thing of no les 
Importance, we deviated in Charles the Second's 


Time from our Conſtitution ; for tho? we were in 


a Capacity of puniſhing Offenders, yet we did not 
know legally who they were. The Law has been 
always very tender of the Perſon of the King, and 
therefore has diſpoſed the Executive Part of the Go- 
vernment in ſuch proper Channels, that whatſoever 
leſſer Exceſſes are committed, they are not imputed 
to him, but his Minifters are "acecunablc for them: 
His Great Seal is kept by his Chancellor, his Re- 
venue by his Treaſurer, his Laws are executed by 
his Judges, his Fleet 1 is managed by his Lord High 
Admiral, 
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Admiral, ho are all accountable for their Miſbeha-, 
viour. Formerly all Matters of State and Diſcretion, 
were debated and reſolved in the Privy-Council,, 
where every Man ſubſcribed his Opinion, and was 
anſwerable for it. The late King Charles was the 
firſt who broke this moſt excellent Part of our Con- 
ſtitution, by ſetling a Cabal or Cabinet Council, 
where all Matters of Conſequence were debated and 
refolved, and then brought to the Privy- Couucil to 
be confirmed. The firſt Footſteps we have of this 
Council in any European Government, were in 


Charles the Ninth's Time of France, when reſolving 


to maſſacre the Proteſtants, he durſt not truſt his 
Council with i it, but choſe a few Men whom he cal- 
led his Cabinet Council: And conſidering what 2 
Genealogy it had, *ris no Wonder, it has been fo 
fatal both to King and People. To the King ; for 
whereas our Conſtitution has provided Miniſters in 
the ſeveral Parts of the Government to anſwer for 
Miſcarriages, and to ſkreen him from the Hatred 
of the People; this, on the contrary, protects the 
Miniſters, and expoſes; the King to all the Com- 
plaints of his Subjects. And 'tis as dangerous to the 
People: For whatever Miſcarriages there are, no 
Body can be puniſhed for them; for they juſtify 
themſelves by a Sign Manual, or perhaps a private 
Direction from the King; And then we have run it 
ſo far, that we. can't follow it. The Conſequence 
of this muſt be continual Heart-burnings between 
King and People ; and no one can ſee Ws e 5 
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